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When I picked up Umberto Eco’s Invent​ing the Enemy, I did not real​ize that it was an essay of

sorts, that Umberto Eco had com​piled from his lec​tures and thoughts through​out the years.

While I hap​pily read the intro​duc​tion, he expressed that:

Hav​ing an enemy is impor​tant not only to define our iden​tity but also

to pro​vide us with an obsta​cle against which to mea​sure our sys​tem of

values…

Although I did not con​tinue read​ing the book because it was no longer about invent​ing a good

enemy, I did learn a valu​able les​son from that essay. In every book, every good story has a

good enemy. For Stephen King’s Car​rie, you can say it was her peers, her mother and her​self,

and you could also say that she lost that battle.

Every​one knows who the enemy was in Suzanne Collin’s Hunger Games tril​ogy, and who

Harry Potter’s main enemy was. The best sto​ries often have the scari​est ene​mies, or rather

ene​mies that seemed to be stronger, more pow​er​ful than the hero. The big​ger the chal​lenge,

the more audi​ence it draws. Now I under​stand why peo​ple loved Roman Colos​seum, aside

from blood thirsti​ness of the audi​ence, hope of the smaller man win​ning is good

entertainment.

What hap​pens if you do not have a phys​i​cal enemy? An emo​tional one works just as well. A

sense of use​less​ness, low con​fi​dence or help​less​ness is the enemy when peo​ple write about

young girls. Their enemy comes from within, and it tears read​ers apart when they read about

peo​ple paral​ysed with sense of a pow​er​less​ness and guilt. The inspi​ra​tion felt when the neg​a​-

tive emo​tions are con​quered, attracts every​one look​ing for a good end​ing somewhere.

Every so often, I come across books with​out a good enemy, and usu​ally they are not very

inter​est​ing to read. If the hero was already per​fect, there will not be an uphill strug​gle, and

then there will be no sense of sat​is​fac​tion when the story ends. As a reader I often feel very

dis​ap​pointed, because the enemy was too weak or there was noth​ing gained from the

adventure.

How​ever, I did come across one book that I think peo​ple should read; it is Kim​berly Castillo’s

The Con​ve​nience of Lies. It seemed bor​ing at first, but as I read on, there seemed to be an enemy,

but who was the antag​o​nist? It was not until the end of the book that I real​ized that the bad

guy was some​one I had not expected. The author had put me into the mind of the hero​ine,
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and made me obliv​i​ous to some details that would have made it clearer.

The Con​ve​nience of Lies is about an abu​sive rela​tion​ship, based on a true story. While I was

tempted to put the book down, I was glad I did not, because I was going to dis​count it as a

lame young girl’s book about get​ting a boy’s atten​tion. I would rec​om​mend this book, just to

see how well you are in pick​ing enemies.

So if you have a story you would like to tell, you can make the enemy obscure like Kim​berly

Castillo, or make it glar​ingly clear like in the Hunger Games. Either way, the best books have

the scari​est, might​i​est ene​mies. With​out one, your hero will strug​gle to have an iden​tity that

attracts readers.

——————————————————————————-

 

Invent​ing the Enemy is writ​ten by: Ailyn Koay. You can
find more from Ailyn at her blog, Penny For My Thoughts.

 

Copy​right secured by Digiprove © 2014 Michael DeCesaris
Acknowl​edge​ments: This arti​cle is writ​ten by Ailyn Koay more…

Related Posts

Share this:

Face​book 5 Twit​ter Google Pin​ter​est Tum​blr Red​dit LinkedIn 1

Print Email

 CREATING A VILLAIN, INVENTING THE ENEMY, PROTAGONIST AND VILLAIN,
WRITING VILLAINS

Leave a comment

Your email address will not be published.

Name *

Email *

Website

#Homeless individuals are not criminals. They are 
sleeping. That is their crime. We have to fight back!
#FoggyBottom twitter.com/kingWTOP/statu…

Retweeted by Michael

Diana Pillsbury 
@DianaPillsbury

Expand

My new pride and joy! Art by @DarkHunterJ, 
MetalPrinting by @colorworldbooks, TriForce & 
Rupees by ? comicon artists
 pic.twitter.com/V6XVy9ypaO

Retweeted by Michael

Derek Hernandez 
@IronChefOR

Expand

Al DeCesaris 
@AlDeCesaris

20 Nov

17 Nov

6 Nov

Tweets Follow

Tweet to @wordtrance

S U B S C R I B E  T O  O U R
N E W S L E T T E R

First name *

Email *

Subscribe!

      

 

http://wordtrance.com/reviving-classics/
http://wordtrance.com/writing-class-system/
http://wordtrance.com/transcending-mediums/
http://wordtrance.com/things-hope-fiction-writers-will/
http://wordtrance.com/similarity/
http://wordtrance.com/two-oh-fourteen-books-coming/
http://wordtrance.com/lost-in-translation/
http://wordtrance.com/endings/
http://wordtrance.com/understanding-your-characters/
http://wordtrance.com/5-tips-overcoming-writers-block/
http://www.honesty-virtue.com/
http://www.honesty-virtue.com/
http://www.digiprove.com/prove_compliance.aspx?id=P479498%26guid=-g4ArhQx6E-FZnWwwAG6aQ
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=facebook&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=twitter&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=google-plus-1&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=pinterest&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=tumblr&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=reddit&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=linkedin&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/inventing-enemy/?share=email&nb=1
http://wordtrance.com/tag/creating-a-villain/
http://wordtrance.com/tag/inventing-the-enemy/
http://wordtrance.com/tag/protagonist-and-villain/
http://wordtrance.com/tag/writing-villains/
http://www.wordtrance.com/immortal-la/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Homeless?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FoggyBottom?src=hash
https://t.co/bsaiqLiGK1
https://twitter.com/wordtrance
https://twitter.com/DianaPillsbury
https://twitter.com/DianaPillsbury/status/667562394902732800
https://twitter.com/DarkHunterJ
https://twitter.com/colorworldbooks
https://t.co/V6XVy9ypaO
https://twitter.com/wordtrance
http://twitter.com/IronChefOR/status/666333737219571712/photo/1
https://twitter.com/IronChefOR
https://twitter.com/IronChefOR/status/666333737219571712
https://twitter.com/AlDeCesaris
https://twitter.com/DianaPillsbury/status/667562394902732800
https://twitter.com/IronChefOR/status/666333737219571712
https://twitter.com/AlDeCesaris/status/662284388554641408
https://twitter.com/wordtrance
https://twitter.com/wordtrance
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=wordtrance


11/27/2015 Inventing the Enemy ­ WordTrance

http://wordtrance.com/inventing­enemy/ 3/3

Comment

Post Comment

 Confirm you are NOT a spammer

Yes, add me to your mailing list.

 Notify me of follow-up comments by email.

 Notify me of new posts by email.

Copyright © 2015 | MH Purity lite WordPress Theme by MH Themes

http://www.mhthemes.com/

